
Welcome to the Year 1  class newsletter—full of key information for the term ahead. This term, our 
context for learning is: HOMES and ARCHITECTS 

’How have homes changed over time?’  

Year 1 Team: Class teachers—Ms Shamkhi and Miss Okworobu 

Class TAs  - Mrs Hrkic and Ms Mehmet 

English  
 

We have begun the term by exploring various traditional tales and will be using puppets, story maps 
and actions to retell the  stories. After we learn the  story of  ‘The Three Little Pigs’, we will adapt 
it and write our own versions.    

We will continue to use our learnt storytelling skills for the story of ‘Suddenly’ by Colin McNaughton, 
which will include story maps, actions and role-play so we can recreate our versions of it.  We will 
also be immersed in poetry — learning and performing familiar poems.  

Maths 

In Maths, we will continue to develop our knowledge of place value for numbers to 50, number 
bonds and counting on in 2s, 5s and 10s. We will recap addition and subtraction of numbers to 20 
using number lines, bar models and a variety of concrete resources. We will be focusing on numeral 
recognition, forming digits correctly and using the correct  vocabulary for addition and subtraction, 
such as subtract, minus, more, add, less than and take-away. 

We will also be learning to measure length, height, weight and volume.   

           www.eliotbank.lewisham.sch.uk                                info@eliotbank.lewisham.sch.uk                                                            @eliotbank 

History  

This term, we will talk about our own home and comparing it to other houses around the world and 
throughout history.  We will be going on a local walk to look at different homes in Forest Hill and ex-
plore the role of architects. We would welcome visits from parents or grandparents to share infor-
mation about the homes they grew up in — please talk to one of the Y1 Team if you are able to take 
part. 
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Science 

Our Science topic this term is Materials; we will be linking this to our learning about Homes.  Whilst 
looking at the materials used to build different types of homes, we will be developing the children’s  
understanding of the difference between an object and the material it is made from. We will also be 
identifying and naming  everyday materials and understanding what their properties are.  



Music  
This term, we will enjoy music lessons every Thursday with Mr Joe Prescott. We will listen to music compositions and ex-
plore different instruments in an orchestra.  

 
PE 

Our outdoor PE lessons will be led by a specialist coach; we will be practising our aiming and kicking skills to control the 
ball while playing games.  In indoor PE, we will investigate movement, stillness, and how to find and use space safely. We will 
explore basic gymnastic actions on the floor and use apparatus.  

 
RE 

In RE, we are learning about Sikhism and the three important rules that Sikhs follow as part of their faith. We will learn 
about the Sikh gurus, their teachings and Sikh life, particularly about worship in the home and in the Gurdwara.   
 
 

PSHE 
In PSHE this term, we will be learning about medicines and how they help us. We will identify ways to stay fit and healthy 
so that we can understand how to look after our bodies. 

Art 
Our art focus this term is 3D and collage art.   Our artwork will be linked to our topic, Homes and Architects.  We will 
explore materials and methods, evaluate designs and build clay homes. 

 

Computing 
This term, we will learn to use a computer to create and manipulate text. We will familiarise ourselves with a computer key-
board, identifying various keys and their functions.  We will then use those keys to digitally write and change our text.                                                      

Reminders 

Jewellery: The only jewellery we allow are watches and stud ear-
rings. If possible your child should not wear earrings on PE days. 

Uniform: Please ensure all uniform is clearly labelled with your 
child’s name and encourage them to look after their belongings. 
If you are unsure about school uniform, please look on the 
school website.  

We endeavour to be a nut free school. Please be aware of this 
when you prepare your child’s lunch box. This includes peanut 
butter, Nutella, pesto, hummus and products with sesame 
seeds.  

Birthdays: If you would like to donate a book to the class to 
celebrate your child’s birthday, that would be much appreciat-
ed.  

Water bottles: Please ensure your child brings in a named water 
bottle, filled with water, each day.  

PE : Outdoor PE for 1NS is on Wednesdays and 1JO is on Fri-
days, for which your child will need a t-shirt, navy tracksuit 
trousers and trainers or plimsolls. 

Indoor PE is on Thursdays for both classes.  Please remember 
your child needs a round neck white short sleeved t-shirt and  
navy shorts (above the knee). 

Your child should come to school wearing their PE kit on their 
PE days. 
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Important dates  

 

 

Local Walk — TBC 

Parents Evening—
9th February  

Half term 

Monday 13th Feb-
ruary—Friday 
17th February  

 

 

Last day of term 

31st March 2023 

Home Learning 

Your child will have learning 
to do at home each week. 
This will include: 

Mathletics: This will be set 
each week on Fridays.  

Big Cat books online and 
books from the class library: 
We expect children to read 
4-5 times a week and record 
this in their journal (to be 
signed by their parent/ car-
er) 

Please ensure you are using 
Lexia throughout the week. 

Reading Journals and chang-
ing books: Please note that 
both classes will have their 
books changed and reading 
journals signed on Fridays. 

The children have some ad-
ditional challenges provided 
in the ‘Take away tasks’ - 
please bring these in so we 
can celebrate them at 
school. 


