
Welcome to the Year 5 class newsletter—full of key information for the term ahead. This term, our 
context for learning is: 

                                          How did the Anglo Saxons and Vikings impact Britain?      
 The Year 5 Team: Class teachers - Mr Rowland, & Miss Keen Class TAs - Ms Ackaah & Mrs Imran 

English  
This term we will be looking at a range of writing genres, including descriptions, non-chronological reports and story       

writing. Throughout the term we will be using interesting texts to inspire high quality writing, such as Beowulf. At the    
moment, we are busy becoming dragon experts following an exciting dragon sighting caught on the Eliot Bank CCTV     

cameras! We have started planning some non-chronological reports for a new edition of Dragonology. The children have 
come up with some fantastic ideas for new dragon species. Soon we will start writing some gripping quest stories.  

 
We will use the book ‘The Unforgotten’ Coat by Frank Cottrell-Boyce during whole class reading sessions to develop the 

children’s reading and comprehension skills. 

Maths 

The children will continue to embed their knowledge of the times tables this term. Please encourage your child to practise 
at home. There are many fun online games and apps that can help with this. If your child is already a whizz with their 

tables, they can be extended by practising all the division facts and then applying their time tables knowledge to multiples 
of ten and decimal numbers. For example, 7 x 6 = 42, 70 x 6 = 420 and 0.7 x 6 = 4.2.  We will build on the Year 4 curriculum 

and extend their knowledge of place value, number and calculation. They will further develop methods to apply this 
knowledge and understanding to solve problems. 
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History  

Through our History topic, we will be learning about what life was like in England during the Anglo-Saxon period and Viking 
invasions and how these peoples changed Britain. As well as gaining knowledge about the period and its impact, the       

children will develop their skills such as using primary and secondary sources as evidence.  

The children will handle replica Viking artefacts and learn about how the Vikings’ seafaring talents took them from their 
Scandinavian homelands to Britain. 
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Science 

In Science, we will kick off our learning by finding about the planets of our solar system. The children will learn about the 
relationship between the Earth, the Sun and the Moon and how this gives us night and day. 

After half term, we will learn all about forces. We will investigate air resistance, water resistance and friction and how 
these forces are used in real life to make things begin to move, get faster or slow down.  



Music  

This term, the children will be having weekly guitar lessons to develop their rhythm, finger positioning on the fretboard and reading      
musical notation. As well as learning to play songs, they will also get the opportunity to improvise with the notes. This will culminate in an 

end of year concert in class. We will also continue singing with the spectacular Mr Prescott. 

PE 

The children will be developing their gymnastics skills, exploring bridges and balances. They will also be learning and practising tennis skills 
such as how to correctly grip the racket, how to perform a forehand and backhand stroke and throw and catch a ball to develop their 

hand to eye coordination with a sports coach. 

                                                                                       Art 

The children will have the opportunity to build on their sketching and painting skills from previous years. They will be studying still life and 
sketching artefacts and objects in their sketch book. . We will look at still life pieces by artists such as Henri Matisse, Paul Cezanne and 

Han Choi to influence our sketching and painting. 

French 

We will revise vocabulary learned in previous year groups as well as learning French to talk about holidays and eating out. We will continue 
to develop the children’s speaking, listening, reading and writing in French. 

RE 

Our focus for RE this term is Judaism. We will be looking at the story of Abraham and his significance to the faith. The children will also 
learn about the Torah, answering questions such as, how does the Torah help Jewish people to understand what being Jewish means? 

Later in the term, we will learn about Jewish worship and the role of the home and the synagogue in Jewish people’s lives. 

PSHE 

In PSHE, we will explore how the media can influence our physical health and wellbeing, for example by giving misleading messages in food 
adverts.  

DT 

This half term, the children will be exploring materials when designing, making and evaluating a Viking Longship using their cutting,      
shaping, joining skills. 

Computing 

Our first Computing topic this term will focus on sharing information and developing the children’s understanding of computer systems. 
They will also continue to learn about how to stay safe on-line.  

Reminders 

Jewellery: The only jewellery we allow are watches and stud earrings. If 
possible your child should not wear earrings on PE days. 

Uniform: Please ensure all uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s 
name and encourage them to look after their belongings. If you are un-
sure about school uniform, please look on the school website.  

We endeavour to be a NUT-FREE school. Please be aware of this 
when you prepare your child’s lunch box. This includes peanut    
butter, Nutella, pesto, hummus and products with sesame seeds.  

Birthdays: If you would like to make a gift of a book for the class to 
celebrate your child’s birthday , that would be much appreciated.  

Water bottles: Please ensure your child brings in a named water bottle, 
filled with water, each day.  

PE : Indoor PE for both classes is on Wednesdays. Please remember 
your child needs a round neck white short sleeved t-shirt and  navy 
shorts (above the knee). 

Outdoor PE for both classes is on Fridays, for which your child will 
need a t-shirt, navy tracksuit trousers and trainers or plimsolls. 

Until further notice, your child should come in wearing their PE kit 
on their PE days. 
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Important dates  

Year 5 parent meeting  

Thursday 22nd September, 
9:10am 

Open Morning: 

 Tuesday 18th October 

Parent’s Evening: 

Thursday 20th October 

Half term 

Monday 24th October – 

Friday 28th October  

Last day of term 

16th December 

 

Home Learning 

Your child will have learning to do 
at home each week. This will in-
clude: 

Mathletics: This will be set each 
week on Tuesday.  

Times Table Rockstars is also 
available to year 5 this year and 
essential for chidren to practise 
weekly 

Big Cat books online and books 
from the class library: We expect 
children to read 5 times a week 
and record this in their journal (to 
be signed by their parent/ carer) 

Spellings on Google classroom: The 
class teacher will add these to the 
class stream on your classroom on 
Fridays.  

The children have some  additional 
challenges  provided in the ‘Take 
away tasks’. Please bring these in 
so we can celebrate your child’s 
work at home. 


