
Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 1 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 
 apply phonic knowledge to decode words, e.g. high, hand, cream, park 

 speedily respond with the correct sound to graphemes at Phase 5 L&S or equivalent, e.g. /ee/, /or/, 

/ar/  

 read accurately by blending taught GPCs at Phase 5 L&S or equivalent, e.g. coach, morning, cried 

 read most common exception words at Phase 5 L&S or equivalent, e.g. their, people, asked 

AF2 Understanding 
 usually ask and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about what they have read and know where to 

look for information, e.g. Pupil asks 'Why do bees like flowers? How long do worms grow?' and can 

find pages in a non-fiction book to answer own questions 

 usually check that the text makes sense to them as they read and goes back to self-correct 

inaccurate reading, e.g. Pupil reads 'The Fairy Godmother wanted her magic wand and the 

pumpkin changed into a coach' and then self-corrects ‘wanted’ to ‘waved’ 

 discuss the link between events and the text title, e.g. when discussing the title and events around 

the book ‘We are Going on a Bear Hunt', pupil might comment: 'It is a good title because the 

children looked and looked everywhere for bears. When you hunt you look everywhere.' 

AF3 Inference 

 

AF4 Prediction 
 usually predict what might happen with responses linked closely to the story characters, plot and 

language read so far, e.g. Mr Gumpy is saying yes to everyone and telling them all to behave 

themselves but I think some of them won't be able to be good all the time 

AF5 Non-fiction 

 

AF6 Authorial intent 

 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 

 

AF8 Range of reading 

 

AF9 Poetry and performance 

 

AF10 Discussing reading  
 contribute ideas and thoughts to discussion, remembers significant events/key information and 

usually follows the agreed rules for effective discussion with a partner or in threes without support, 

e.g. some simple comments about preferences, sometimes with reasons 

 with support, express views about events or characters in the story and answer questions about 

why things happen, e.g. The boat tipped because all the animals started to be bad, and the 

children, too 
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Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 2 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 

 read fluently, decoding is secure, e.g. Pupil can, without undue hesitation, read text at Phase 6 L&S or bookband 

level white or equivalent. 

 automatically and accurately blend alternative sounds for graphemes, e.g. know alternative phonemes for /er/: ir 

as in girl, ur as in turn 

 accurately, identify syllables within a word containing alternative sounds for graphemes. They can usually 

combine them to read a word, e.g. unicorn, gingerbread, handkerchief. 

 read words with almost all common suffixes, e.g. enjoyment, sadness, careful, hopeless, badly 

 read almost all common exception words noting unusual correspondences, e.g. mind, pretty, prove, would, whole 

 read most familiar words without undue hesitation and without overt sounding and blending 

AF2 Understanding 

 discuss and clarify meanings of words usually linking new meanings to known vocabulary, e.g. painkiller, 

blackberry, invisible 

 usually discuss the order of events in books and explain how items of information are related 

 demonstrate their understanding by sometimes, when prompted, drawing on what they already know or on 

background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 monitor their reading, checking that words they have decoded make sense and fit in with what they have already 

read and self-correct, e.g. child reads 'Hansel let the crumbs drop from his hands to make a tail …' self-corrects 

'tail' to 'trail' 

AF3 Inference 

 usually draw inferences based on what is being said and done,  e.g. Great Aunt Al offers to pay for Sophie to 

have riding lessons so she must be a generous person. She might even pay for a pony! 

 usually modify their inferences by answering and asking questions 

AF4 Prediction 

 usually predict what might happen with responses linked closely to the story characters, plot and language read 

so far, e.g. I think Sophie is going to get all mucky because she gets too close to the animals and nobody will 

want to sit next to her on the bus going back to school 

AF5 Non-fiction 

 explain how non-fiction books are used, they can independently identify key features and use these to help them 

find information, e.g. facts, photographs, diagrams, labels, index, heading 

AF6 Authorial intent 

 discuss their favourite words and phrases and give reasons for their choice, e.g. 'I like the word 'magical' because 

it means the story might have spells and wizards in it!' 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 

 independently and accurately recount the main events in a wide range of age-appropriate stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales 

 usually recognise simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry, e.g. 'I’ll huff and I’ll puff', question and 

answer patterns in poems, refrains 

AF8 Range of reading 

 listen to, discuss and express views about a wider range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-

fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

AF9 Poetry and performance 

 Pupil has repertoire of poems (approx. 10) and can recite some, with intonation to make the meaning clear 

AF10 Discussing reading  

 contribute ideas and thoughts to discussion, remember significant events/key information and usually follow the 

agreed rules for effective discussion without support working in a group of 4–6, e.g. able to comment on 

preferences and offer plausible reasons for these 

 Pupil can explain and discuss their understanding of what has been read, acted out or listened to, e.g. 'The three 

little pigs were scared when the wolf knocked on the door because they hid under the table and cuddled 

together to be safe' 
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Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 3 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 

 read applying their knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words, e.g. uses knowledge of 'forget' to read and understand forgotten, forgetful, 

unforgettable, forgetfulness 

 read further exception words with unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, e.g. calendar, grammar, guide, 

heart, naughty, strength 

AF2 Understanding 
 usually use a dictionary independently to check the meaning of words they have read, e.g. reaches for the dictionary when 

encountering a new word rather than guessing or immediately asking an adult 

 usually independently monitor reading of age-appropriate texts for sense, self-correcting if they have misread and discussing the 

meaning of new or unusual words in context, e.g. foul (filthy) and foul in sport, foul play in crime 

 usually ask themselves questions to improve their understanding when independently reading an age-appropriate texts, e.g. I 

wonder how Tom knew what the rules of all the games were? 

 when reading an age-appropriate book independently, identify the main ideas in paragraphs and can usually summarise, including 

some of the main ideas in one or two sentences using key vocabulary from the text 

AF3 Inference 

 begin to draw inferences from their independent reading of age-appropriate texts, often correct but not always fully 

supported by reference to the text, e.g. Aunt Fidget Wonkham-Strong hates it when Tom fools around because she thinks 

it isn't useful, so she threatens Tom. She thinks he will hate playing against the captain and it will teach him a lesson and 

stop him fooling around. I know because she says boys don't forget it in a hurry. She wants to change his behaviour 

AF4 Prediction 

 usually read 'between the lines' when independently reading an age-appropriate text and draw on their experience of 

similar texts to predict what might happen next, usually identifying clues the writer has planted for the reader, e.g. Well, 

we know Tom is going to beat the Captain and his team from the title, and I think he will find all his fooling around has 

given him the skills he needs to win the games 

AF5 Non-fiction 

 usually identify questions to be answered beforehand and use the specific features of age-appropriate non-fiction texts 

on paper and on screen to answer them. Usually records information in a form that can be easily retrieved: e.g. uses a 

KWL grid to record what they already know (K) and what they want to find out (W) and makes notes about what they 

have learnt (L) 

AF6 Authorial intent 
 usually identify words or phrases that interest, inspire or intrigue them from their reading and usually say why, e.g. I love the names 

of the games they play like womble and sneedball, it makes me want to join in 

 usually identify distinctive language, structural and presentational features in their independent reading of age-appropriate texts 

and usually demonstrate their understanding of how these help the reader draw meaning from the text, e.g. recognises the shapes 

letters, poems and instructions make on the page, knows how contents page, index and glossary, labels and captions to pictures 

and diagrams add meaning in non-fiction texts and uses them to extract more meaning 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 

 independently demonstrate their familiarity with a wide range of age-appropriate books retelling some of these orally 

 identify and discuss themes and conventions in a wide range of age-appropriate books, e.g. triumph of good over evil or 

the use of magical devices in fairy stories and folk tales. In non-fiction, pupil can identify presentational devices e.g. 

numbering and headings 

AF8 Range of reading 

 listen attentively and participate in discussion about a wider range of longer and more challenging fiction, poetry, plays, 

non-fiction and reference books expressing views and preferences 

 independently read books that are structured differently for a range of purposes. Show some awareness of the various 

purposes for reading, e.g. reference books for information, novels and poetry for pleasure 

AF9 Poetry and performance 

 independently read aloud and perform poems and play scripts, showing their understanding of intonation, tone, volume 

and action. Pupil can re-read, rehearse and perform to show some understanding of the meaning of these texts 

 identify and name some different forms of poetry, e.g. free verse, narrative poetry 

AF10 Discussing reading  
 usually discuss their reading of age-appropriate texts in groups and whole class, following agreed class rules for group talk (turn 

taking and listening), e.g. takes part in whole-class discussions after a shared read and participates in guided reading sessions, 

building on what others say, challenging others courteously and being challenged and responding appropriately in turn 

 

 

Date: 

Text:  

 

 

 

 

 

Pages:  

Target AF(s):  

Commentary (planned key questions, responses, next steps, etc.): 

Date: 

Text:  

 

 

 

 

 

Pages:  

Target AF(s):  

Commentary (planned key questions, responses, next steps, etc.): 

Date: 

Text:  

 

 

 

 

 

Pages:  

Target AF(s):  

Commentary (planned key questions, responses, next steps, etc.): 

Date: 

Text:  

 

 

 

Pages:  

Target AF(s):  

Commentary (planned key questions, responses, next steps, etc.): 

Date: 

Text:  

 

 

 

 

 

Pages:  

Target AF(s):  

Commentary (planned key questions, responses, next steps, etc.): 

 



Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 4 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 

 use knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to understand new words with minimal impact on the fluency of 

reading across a wide range of texts, e.g. uses knowledge of 'limit' to read and understand limited, limitless, unlimited, 

limitation 

 use their understanding of unusual spelling–sound correspondences to choose the most appropriate pronunciation of a 

word, e.g. business, medicine, separate, surprise 

AF2 Understanding 
 independently use a dictionary to check the meaning of words encountered in reading 

 usually independently monitor reading of age-appropriate texts for sense, self-correcting if they have misread and discussing the 

meaning of new or unusual words in context, e.g. lunchtime monitor, computer monitor, monitor the temperature 

 usually ask themselves questions to improve their understanding when independently reading an age-appropriate texts, e.g. I 

wonder if Mrs Muldour realises she's being tricked by paying twice for each worm or is just being generous? 

 when reading an age-appropriate book independently, identify the main ideas in paragraphs and can usually summarise, including 

most of the main ideas in one or two sentences using key vocabulary from the text 

AF3 Inference 

 begin to draw inferences from their independent reading of age-appropriate texts, often correct but not always fully 

supported by reference to the text, e.g. Dad turns Fudge upside down and threatens to do more than whack him on the 

back, but he is not being cruel. I think he is a good dad because he tries to stop Fudge annoying Peter and he carries the 

baby in the carrier sometimes. And all five of them go for ice cream every evening so he spends time with his family doing 

things kids like 

AF4 Prediction 

 usually read 'between the lines' when independently reading an age-appropriate text and draw on their experience of 

similar texts to predict what might happen next, usually identifying clues the writer has planted for the reader, e.g. Fudge 

keeps repeating everything Peter says so I think he is going to suggest worm-flavoured ice cream because there has been 

so much talk about worms. He might get thrown out of the ice cream shop 

AF5 Non-fiction 

 usually identify questions to be answered beforehand and use the specific features of age-appropriate non-fiction texts 

on paper and on screen to answer them. Usually records information in a form that can be easily retrieved, e.g. is making 

and organising own notes from a non-fiction book or website to answer questions devised earlier 

AF6 Authorial intent 
 usually identify words or phrases that interest, inspire or intrigue them from their reading and usually say why, explaining the effect 

on them as a reader, e.g. I like the way Peter tells Mrs Muldour that small ones are sweeter because he's being really cheeky and it 

makes me laugh 

 usually identify distinctive language, structural and presentational features in their independent reading of age-appropriate texts 

and sometimes demonstrate their understanding of how these help the reader draw meaning from the text, e.g. recognises the 

shape a letter makes on the page; recognises a range of salutations and sign-off phrases for letters and knows which belong to a 

friendly letter and which to a formal one. Recognises bar graphs and maps in non-fiction and can extract information from them 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 

 accurately retell a wide range of age-appropriate fairy stories, myths and legends, providing detail which is interesting 

and appropriate 

 independently identify and discuss some themes and conventions in age-appropriate text, e.g. bullying, use of headings 

and sub-headings in non-fiction 

AF8 Range of reading 

 listen attentively and participate in discussion about a wider range of longer and more challenging fiction, poetry, plays, 

non-fiction and reference books expressing views and preferences, justifying them by reference to the text 

 use, select and read books that are structured in different ways for the appropriate purposes, e.g. specialist books for 

advice on sports or hobbies, following a series by the same writer 

AF9 Poetry and performance 

 perform poems and play scripts, using intonation, tone and volume, and uses drama approaches to aid understanding 

 confidently identify and name some different forms of poetry and describe their features, e.g. ballads, limerick 

AF10 Discussing reading  

 usually discuss their reading of age-appropriate texts in groups and whole class, following agreed class rules for group 

talk (turn taking and listening), e.g. is able to take on specific roles within a group discussion, note taking, chairing or 

drawing out reticent classmates 
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Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 5 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 
 read aloud and understand the meaning of new words met, applying growing knowledge of morphology and etymology as listed in 

English Appendix 1 across a wide range of texts 

 decode most new words outside spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation of the word's pronunciation, e.g. uses 

knowledge of 'obey' to read and understand obedient, obedience, disobedience, obediently 

AF2 Understanding 
 usually monitor reading of age-appropriate texts for sense and self-correct when they misread and can usually explore how a known word can 

have different meanings in a new context: e.g. attendance register, cash register, noticing something, e.g. 'He registered that his book had been 

moved', register of sound or voice, register of communication 

 usually ask themselves questions to improve their understanding when independently reading an age-appropriate text, e.g. I wonder why Mr 

Napier singles out Ginger for especially unpleasant treatment - could it be because both her parents are teachers in the school or is it because 

she isn't afraid to speak out? 

 when reading an age-appropriate book independently, identify the main ideas in paragraphs and can usually summarise, including most of the 

main ideas in a series of sentences using their own words and key vocabulary from the text 

AF3 Inference 
 draw inferences from their independent reading of age-appropriate texts and explain thinking, returning to text to support 

opinions, e.g. Mr Napier doesn't seem to believe Ginger and wants to get her in trouble. He asks silly questions and the author says 

he winks at the children in the playground who are laughing at Ginger. Teachers shouldn't do that, it's childish 

AF4 Prediction 
 usually read 'between the lines' when independently reading an age-appropriate text and draw on their experience of similar texts 

to predict what might happen next, usually identifying clues the writer has planted for the reader, e.g. I think Ginger will try to set 

the stray dog free. She is terrified of dogs but she hates to see anything unfair. I know because she just shouted at the school 

principal for taking down Mr Wong's pictures even though she's scared of him, too 

AF5 Non-fiction 
 distinguish between fact and opinion, e.g. is able to identify that some statements are not backed up with evidence and others are. 

 usually identify questions to be answered beforehand and use the specific features of age-appropriate non-fiction texts on paper 

and on screen to answer them. Usually records information in a form that can be easily retrieved 

 Usually presents information in ways that are coherent and useful to themselves and others, e.g. has a range of models for making 

notes like spidergrams or a grid of boxes with labels and can quickly find any recorded information for later use 

AF6 Authorial intent 
 usually identify language, including figurative language in age-appropriate texts the writer has chosen for impact and usually discuss and 

evaluate the impact on them as a reader, e.g. I like the way the author uses animal-based images like Ginger having a furball of anxiety in her 

guts when she is in trouble at school 

 usually identify distinctive language, structural and presentational features in their independent reading of age- appropriate texts and 

sometimes demonstrate their understanding of how these help the reader draw meaning from the text, e.g. can recognise organisational and 

language features of a range of non-fiction texts including explanation, balanced argument, persuasive argument and understands the fine 

distinctions between the conjunctions used in them like whereas, consequently, furthermore; uses top tip, Did you know? fact panels in non-

fiction and can integrate meaning drawn from these with what they have learned from the main text 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 
 is increasingly familiar with a wide range of age-appropriate books and can identify some genres, e.g. fantasy, adventure, comedy, 

science fiction 

 recognise and discuss themes and conventions in age-appropriate texts, e.g. heroism or loss and continuing to learn the 

conventions of different types of writing such as first person in autobiography. They can explain 'heroism' or 'loss' in the context of 

the writing 

AF8 Range of reading 
 participate in discussion about a widening range of longer and more challenging fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books that 

they have read for themselves, expressing views and preferences, justifying them by reference to the text, drawing on, comparing and 

contrasting examples 

 read books that are structured differently for a range of purposes, with independence, e.g. manga and graphic novels, comical history series  

 independently make comparisons within and between books, comparing characters, considering viewpoints of authors and of fictional 

characters, e.g. Ginger reminds me a bit of Tyke Tiler because neither of them can seem to stop getting into trouble at school 

AF9 Poetry and performance 

 perform poems and play scripts, using intonation, tone and volume, and uses drama approaches to aid understanding 

 confidently identify and name some different forms of poetry and describe their features, e.g. ballads, limerick 

AF10 Discussing reading  
 usually discuss their reading of age-appropriate texts in groups and whole class, following agreed class rules for group talk (turn 

taking and listening), e.g. is able to take on specific roles within a group discussion, note taking, chairing or drawing out reticent 

classmates 
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Reading assessment guidelines 

The Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools Federation, 2015                       Based on Rising Stars Progression Framework 

Standard 6 Group name:             Names of children:  

AF1 Word reading 
 read aloud and understand the meaning of new words met, applying growing knowledge of morphology and etymology as listed in English 

Appendix 1 across a wide range of texts 

 decode most new words outside spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation of the word's pronunciation, e.g. uses knowledge of 'obey' 

to read and understand obedient, obedience, disobedience, obediently 

AF2 Understanding 
 usually monitor reading of age-appropriate texts for sense and self-correct when they misread and can usually explore how a known word can 

have different meanings in a new context: e.g. attendance register, cash register, noticing something, e.g. 'He registered that his book had been 

moved', register of sound or voice, register of communication 

 usually ask themselves questions to improve their understanding when independently reading an age-appropriate text, e.g. I wonder why Mr 

Napier singles out Ginger for especially unpleasant treatment - could it be because both her parents are teachers in the school or is it because 

she isn't afraid to speak out? 

 when reading an age-appropriate book independently, identify the main ideas in paragraphs and can usually summarise, including most of the 

main ideas in a series of sentences using their own words and key vocabulary from the text 

AF3 Inference 
 draw inferences from their independent reading of age-appropriate texts and explain thinking, returning to text to support opinions, e.g. Mr 

Napier doesn't seem to believe Ginger and wants to get her in trouble. He asks silly questions and the author says he winks at the children in 

the playground who are laughing at Ginger. Teachers shouldn't do that, it's childish 

AF4 Prediction 
 usually read 'between the lines' when independently reading an age-appropriate text and draw on their experience of similar texts to predict 

what might happen next, usually identifying clues the writer has planted for the reader, e.g. I think Ginger will try to set the stray dog free. She is 

terrified of dogs but she hates to see anything unfair. I know because she just shouted at the school principal for taking down Mr Wong's 

pictures even though she's scared of him, too 

AF5 Non-fiction 
 distinguish between fact and opinion, e.g. is able to identify that some statements are not backed up with evidence and others are. 

 usually identify questions to be answered beforehand and use the specific features of age-appropriate non-fiction texts on paper and on screen 

to answer them. Usually records information in a form that can be easily retrieved 

 Usually presents information in ways that are coherent and useful to themselves and others, e.g. has a range of models for making notes like 

spidergrams or a grid of boxes with labels and can quickly find any recorded information for later use 

AF6 Authorial intent 
 usually identify language, including figurative language in age-appropriate texts the writer has chosen for impact and usually discuss and 

evaluate the impact on them as a reader, e.g. I like the way the author uses animal-based images like Ginger having a furball of anxiety in her 

guts when she is in trouble at school 

 usually identify distinctive language, structural and presentational features in their independent reading of age- appropriate texts and 

sometimes demonstrate their understanding of how these help the reader draw meaning from the text, e.g. can recognise organisational and 

language features of a range of non-fiction texts including explanation, balanced argument, persuasive argument and understands the fine 

distinctions between the conjunctions used in them like whereas, consequently, furthermore; uses top tip, Did you know? fact panels in non-

fiction and can integrate meaning drawn from these with what they have learned from the main text 

AF7 Familiarity with texts 
 is increasingly familiar with a wide range of age-appropriate books and can identify some genres, e.g. fantasy, adventure, comedy, science 

fiction 

 recognise and discuss themes and conventions in age-appropriate texts, e.g. heroism or loss and continuing to learn the conventions of 

different types of writing such as first person in autobiography. They can explain 'heroism' or 'loss' in the context of the writing 

AF8 Range of reading 
 participate in discussion about a widening range of longer and more challenging fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books that 

they have read for themselves, expressing views and preferences, justifying them by reference to the text, drawing on, comparing and 

contrasting examples 

 read books that are structured differently for a range of purposes, with independence, e.g. manga and graphic novels, comical history series  

 independently make comparisons within and between books, comparing characters, considering viewpoints of authors and of fictional 

characters, e.g. Ginger reminds me a bit of Tyke Tiler because neither of them can seem to stop getting into trouble at school 

AF9 Poetry and performance 
 learn by heart a wide range of age-appropriate poems 

 prepare, read aloud and perform age-appropriate poems and play scripts showing understanding of intonation, tone, volume 

AF10 Discussing reading  
 usually share their opinions about age-appropriate books they have read independently and usually make appropriate recommendations to 

their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

 usually take part in discussions about age-appropriate books they have read or had read to them, taking turns, listening to and building on 

ideas, observing courtesies when challenging and being challenged, e.g. asking other to justify their opinions and views with evidence for the 

text 

 explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, through formal presentations and debates 

 provide explanations for their views, e.g. I think Gleitzman has been a teacher himself or possibly the child of teachers because he understands 

what it is like having parents who work in the same school you go to 
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