
Look

Think

Imagine

Create!



The Take One Picture project run by the National Gallery in Central 
London invites us to focus on one of the  paintings in the gallery and 

respond creatively to it.

This will be so much fun!!

So what picture is it?



Let’s have a look at a little bit at a time…
What can 
you see?

Talk to someone about what you can see here

There is a 
blown-up 
picture on the 
next slide

What 
might it be 
like to live 
there from 
what you 
can see?

What clues 
does this 
give you to 
where the 
picture is 
located?



What clues does this give you to where the picture is located?

What might it be like to live there from what you can see?

What can you see?



What can 
you see?

Talk to someone about what you can see here

There is a 
blown-up 
picture on the 
next slide

Let’s look at another part

Who are the 
people you can 
see?

What are they 
doing?

Why might they 
be doing this?



Who are these people you can see?

What are they doing?

Why might they be doing this?

What can you see?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1653&v=fOc
XgGyuShk&feature=emb_title

Listen to this soundscape (teachers do not show the title of the music, this is 27mins long so you might 
want to just listen to the first few minutes or from 6.30 to 8.30)

While you listen, think:

What do you think this piece of music is trying to portray?

Why do you think that?

Now let’s reveal the whole picture – Exciting isn’t it?!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1653&v=fOcXgGyuShk&feature=emb_title


What do you think is happening here?

Why are these soldiers fighting?
Does this look like a real battle?



This picture is called The Battle of San Romano.

The artist is Paulo Uccello

This painting shows a battle between the troops of 
Florence and Siena in Italy.

The battle lasted about eight hours – that’s even longer 
than the time you are in school on a normal school day! 
Can you imagine fighting for that long?

The battle occurred on June 1, 1432 but the picture was 
not painted until around 4 years later.  It is painted in the 
Early Renaissance style



The man in the magnificent red and gold hat is the Florentine commander, Niccolò da Tolentino.  He rides a 
white charger (a war horse) and he leads a cavalry charge from the left, while on the right a knight on a white 
horse fights off three others.  Behind the man on the white horse is his page – who is carrying his helmet.

On the right hand side of the painting is one man fighting off three men with a hammer – we are meant to think 
that this is all the opposition that is left.  The group on the left represent Florence and the lone defender 
represents the losing side of Siena.

This is one of three battle 
scenes by Uccello showing the 
Florentine victory at San 
Romano.

The other two paintings are in 
other galleries – one in Florence 
and one in Paris.  Originally they 
all hung together in a grand 
house.

It’s hard to follow what’s going 
on in this large and busy 
painting, partly because it’s 
much darker now than when it 
was painted. 



600 years ago Italy was a set of cities and states and Florence was one of them.  It wanted to control a wider 
area so it went to war with a city on the coast, Lucca, so that it could be in a better position to do trade.  But 
Lucca had allies (friendly cities who had agreed to help defend it) – Siena, Pisa and Milan - who then threatened 
to surround Florence and cut it off from the coast completely.  So Florence went to war with Siena and, thanks to 
reinforcements arriving late in the day, Florence won.

Let’s examine why this battle happened



This picture does not show a real battle scene – if it were a real battle the men on horseback would all be wearing 
armour and helmets.  There are people on the floor but there is no blood on the floor.  It does not show the real battle 
– it is a version of the battle but it is a fantasy version.

castles Princesses knights on horseback Kings and Queens fighting with swords jousting

This is a medieval battle scene.  What other features do you know from medieval stories?  You might have seen Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarves, Sleeping Beauty, or heard the story of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.  
These are all stories set in medieval times.  What features can you think of which are in medieval stories?



Can you think of your own story – what will happen?
Don’t forget to use the features of a medieval story for your battle.

Who will win?  Who will lose and why?  What are they fighting about?

Activity 1



Activity 2 Let’s think some more about the individual soldiers in the painting:

The man leading the Florentine army is Niccolò da Tolentino, a 
hired soldier known as a condottiere (plural ‘condottieri’). 
Cities would often not be big enough to train and look after a 
large army, so they hired soldiers led by these condottieri. They 
were both generals and businessmen, signing a contract, or 
‘condotta’, promising to fight for the city and no one else for a 
period of one or two years. After their contract was over, the 
strict rule was that they weren’t allowed to fight against the 
city they’d just been employed by for at least a year.

The most successful condottieri became famous, the celebrities 
of their day, and could be rewarded with statues or paintings of 
them by the cities they fought for. Niccolò da Tolentino is 
celebrated here, dominating the centre of the painting. We can 
recognise him by his symbol, the ‘Solomon’s Knot’, on the flag 
curling in the breeze above him. It also appears on a painted 
monument to him in Florence Cathedral (the Duomo). His red 
hat was a reward presented to him after the battle, so he 
wouldn’t have been able to wear it into the clash. In this 
picture Uccello shows him both fighting to win and celebrating 
victory at the same time.



Activity 2

Choose one of the soldiers in the picture
Who is he?

Where did he come from?

Why is he there?

Does he want to be there?
(Don’t forget, some soldiers were hired for a 
particular battle or set period of time and may not be 
fighting because they believed in the cause!)

a map of where he came from?

Now it is your turn to think about the life of one of the soldiers

You are going to make a possessions box for your soldier – what might he have put into it?  Discuss with someone close 
to you as to what might be in the box. 

Some coins?

a piece of jewellery – maybe a ring?

A letter?

His contract of employment as a soldier for the battle?



You can put anything that relates to the life of your soldier into the box.  
You could use a cardboard box or make one.  You could decorate it to look 
like it is made from wood.

If you want to make an object that you do not already have and 
could easily put in the box you could make your objects from air 
drying clay which is really easy to make.

4 tsps cornflour
2 tsp moisturising lotion or hair conditioner
Mix together until they form a dough, adding more cornflour if too 
sticky and more moisturizer/ conditioner if too dry.  You can colour
it with acrylic paint or paint it when it dries.

Watch this video to find out how:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWxnmA6mF7Q

Really think about what your soldier would have put in – make his 
story come to life!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWxnmA6mF7Q


Activity 3
Listen again to some of the Battlefields Concerto by Richard Dubugnon
which was inspired by this picture.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1653&v=fOc
XgGyuShk&feature=emb_title

Now listen to the 1812 overture by Tchaikovsky  - this was also 
inspired by a famous battle – the Battle of Borodino, the key battle in 
the Napoleonic Wars.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2W1Wi2U9sQ&list=RDu2W1Wi
2U9sQ&start_radio=1
While you listen, can you identify any unusual sounds?

This piece of music features cannons and church bells as well as ‘normal’ orchestral instruments – WOW!!!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1653&v=fOcXgGyuShk&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2W1Wi2U9sQ&list=RDu2W1Wi2U9sQ&start_radio=1


Your task is to come up with your own soundscape for a battle.

What sounds will make it really dramatic and exciting?

You don’t have to use ‘normal’ instruments - you probably can’t use cannons 
like Tchaikovsky - but be inventive and see what you have available that you 
could use  – maybe you could use saucepan lids clashing together or bang a 
metal sink with a spoon, bang a cupboard door, rub a scouring pad over a 
rough surface, or blow into a whistle..
You might have of course have access to an instrument and so you could use 
that instrument too – or maybe make your own (some ideas are on the next 
slide).

Be as inventive as you can!  You watch this clip for inspiration;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOCaNBGMMgE

Your task!

Can you record your soundscape so that others can listen to it too?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOCaNBGMMgE



