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Monday 9 July 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I can’t quite believe that I am writing this letter having nearly completed my first year as 

Head of School at Eliot Bank. Where has the time gone? 

 

It’s been such a wonderful year. Parents and carers, I thank you for your support and 

feedback throughout the year. We really appreciated your positive responses to our recent 

parents’ questionnaire. EBSA, you’ve worked tirelessly in raising much-needed funds for our 

school – I can’t thank you enough! I feel so extraordinarily proud of the children of Eliot 

Bank, who brighten our days with their brilliance and I feel incredibly privileged to work with 

such a strong and committed team of staff.   

 

Members of staff are always very reluctant to leave our happy and supportive school; 

however, some changes are inevitable in this busy world. This year, as you know, we say 

goodbye to Mrs Palmer, who is retiring as Executive Headteacher of the Eliot Bank and 

Gordonbrock Schools Federation. I know that you will want to join me in thanking Mrs 

Palmer for everything she has done for us. After 15 years of incredible service to Eliot Bank, 

Mrs Bhela is relocating to Scotland to take up a Principal Teacher post. Our super songstress 

and musical maestro, Miss McKail, is moving to Leeds. Miss Poulet is heading to the 

southwest of England to continue her teaching career, Miss Hartnell plans to return to New 

Zealand later this year and Miss Onuoha won’t be returning to Eliot Bank in September 

(although I’m pleased to say that we will see her over the next two weeks!). We also say a 

fond farewell to members of our support staff team: Miss Walters, currently one of our TAs 

in Year 5, and Miss Mann, one of our SEN TAs. Miss Cann, one of our Year 1 TAs, joins us for 

a short period of time in September before embarking on her teacher training. We will really 

miss these fantastic teachers and support staff, and we wish them all the very best for the 

future!  

 

As you are aware, Miss Gilmore – currently Head of School at Gordonbrock – has been 

appointed as the Executive Headteacher for the Eliot Bank and Gordonbrock Schools 

Federation. Ms Quinn has been recently appointed as Assistant Headteacher. She will lead 

the Year 5/6 phase from September. Miss Fung returns as a class teacher, after covering 

Miss Onuoha’s maternity leave in year 5 this year, and Miss Eperon, who has worked in a 

number of classes this year, joins our Year 4 team. We are pleased to have recruited Ms 

Allen and Miss Brown who will join our teaching team at Eliot Bank – Year 3 and Year 1, 

respectively. Miss Brown visited last Friday and spent the day with her new class. Ms Allen is 

due to visit this Wednesday. Ms Strachan, a familiar face to the children, joins us 

permanently to help with Nursery lunches. Mrs Sood, currently a TA in Y5CR, will undertake 

teacher training within the Federation from September. 



 
 

 

                    
   
  

 

Please see below for the new class allocations. This Wednesday, the children will get the 

chance to see spend some time with their new teacher as part of our handover schedule.  

 

Although the colleagues who are leaving will be sorely missed, we feel confident that we 

remain a strong team as we move towards the new academic year. 

 

Yours,  

 

 

 

Mark Ridler 

Head of School  

 

Current class  Teacher from September 2018 

New intake  Nursery – with Miss Kelly, Ms Barclay and Mrs 

Appau-Konadu  

Nursery/new intake Red Reception – Mrs Agnew (formerly Miss 

Loewenstein) and Miss McGuire* 

Nursery/new intake Blue Reception – Ms Addelsee  

Red Reception 1EB – Miss Brown  

Blue Reception  1RV – Miss van Wyk 

1RV – Miss van Wyk 2LA – Miss Atwell 

1CH – Miss Hartnell 2ML – Mrs Morris and Miss Lawrence 

2RM – Miss McKail 3RG – Ms Grosvenor (formerly Ms Wilkes) 

2LP – Miss Parker 3DA – Ms Allen  

3ML – Mrs Morris and Miss Loewenstein 4CE – Miss Eperon  

3RW – Ms Wilkes 4AO – Mrs Osmond (Year 3/4 Phase Leader)  

4PB – Mrs Bhela 5CR – Miss Rolle 

4LA – Miss Atwell 5CF – Miss Fung 

5MQ – Miss Quinn 6HC – Mr Chowdhury 

5CF – Mrs Angyalova 6KA – Mrs Angyalova 

5CR – Miss Rolle 6MQ – Ms Quinn (Year 5/6 Phase Leader)  

5HC – Mr Chowdhury 6SB – Miss Steadman and Ms Bridgman  

PPA cover Miss Parker and Mr Casey  

*Mrs Agnew will be the main class teacher until Miss Tighe returns from her maternity leave in January 

2019. At this point, the teachers will form a job-share. Both are highly experienced Early Years 

practitioners and Miss McGuire will oversee a smooth transition  

 

Miss McGuire and Mrs Walsh continue as Phase Leaders for Early Years and Year 1/2, respectively.  


